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Incorporation

Autism Advisory and Support Service Inc ABN 63 073 684 085 is a not for pafifarated ass
ciation. I8 members are the current Committe@.RiggisteredOffice is located at 88 Memorial Ave
Liverpool NSW 2170.

Charitable status, tax concessions and fundraising

Autism Advisory and Support Servis@Health Promotion Chaty (HPC) It is endorsed as an-|

come Tax Exempt Charity amelceives certain other tax concessions and exemptions consistent with
it® status asHPC, which relate to Goodmnd Services and Fringe Benefits takassm Advsory

and Support Servideas leen endorsed by the Australian Taxatdfice as a Deductible GifteR

cipient (DGR).Autism Advisory and Support Serviseegistered under applicable fundraising-egi
lation as required INSW where it raisefsinds as filows: New South Wales: Regigioan number

CFN 21161
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Presidents Report

Five years after establishing AASS, | am in awe of how big our service has grown and the amount of
families we assist on a daily basis. There are times when it seems impossible to juggle our families ar
those who approach us for assistawbde trying to fundraise to keep the doors open. Mmen

receive &all of thanks from the paremwe have assisted that reminds us why we are here.

Last year it became apparent we could not continue without emplogreptionist to assist with the

influx of calls for assistance, so we hired Janine, our first fulltime paid worker. This has allowed AASS
t o continueto provideassistance iadividualsvith Autism and their familiesd service providers

in many wayscluding

1 Transformation of theAASS therapy ptaga, security fence and sensory garden.

1 MAPS Seminar

1 Drumming Circle

1 Continuedthe social group for young adults with Aupsrineringhem wth neuro typical
peers/mentors

9 Continuedour partnershipvith UWS Gampbelltown School of Medicine

1 ContinuedAustraliads o HRdtipe 24 Hour Auti sm

1 Hosted members of the Sydney Symphony Orchestra who pla8&tidrcited children with

additional needs and their carers

Held our 3rd annual charity ball

Provideda Saturday respite group for 7 to 12 year olds
Cheer for a Steer fundraiser for the 24 hour Hotline
Support groups various languages

The introduction of our o line toy store
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We also continued to meet with Government officials and Politicians, pranddual advocacy

and provide telephone and face to face guidance and advice to families needing support after their
diagnosis. This was all achiewgith no recurrent funding@ne can only imagine what AASS can
achieve with recurre@overnmentundingand support.

And the journey continue®/e look forward to sharinigwith you.
Yours sincerely

Grace Fava
President
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The AASS Executive Committee
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Grace Fav&€LO, JP
Founder and President

Certificate Y Frontline Management, Adjunct Fellow Facaf Health Sciences

University of Western Sydney

Grace has worked in many diverse fields including Pharmacy, Office Administration
and Accounts receivable for various organisations. Her passion for Autism was ignited
when searching for servicesHer two boys who both regressed with Autism and

Global Developmental Delay.

Grace is responsible for the day to day running of AASS and overseeing all aspects of
the organisation.

Fiona Zammit B Ed
Vice President, Secretary

Fiona has a Bachelor of &chtion and has worked for the past 16 years as a Primary
School Teacher.

Fiona is a founding member of AASS.

Fiona is responsible for all banking aspects of AASS and is an integral part of all AASS
fundraisers.

Bassema Ghaznavi
Treasurer

CertificatdV in Community Services (Employment Services) with a focus on
Disabilities

Bassema is a founding member of AASS.

Bassemaurrently works as an Employment Consultaith a Disability Employment
Service assisting and supportogpple with a disability all areas of work, work
experienceand study.
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Korrine Miller B Ed (EC)

Korrine has a Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood) and Small Business Certificate.
Korrine joined the AASS Committee in 2008.

Korrine has worked as a casual teacher with ¢pafment of Education, and six

years in Early Childhood Education with roles including Authorised Supervisor,
Teacher and Director. Korrine is currently studying a postgraduate certificate in
Special Education (High Support Needs) and a certificateTziming and

Assessing. Korrine is also President of the P&@lof Park Public School

Korrine is the Coordinator/facilitator of the Marayong parent support

Tracey Diec B Bus, B Teach

Tracey has a Bachelor of Business and a Bachelor of Teaching

Tracey joined the AASS committee in 2008

Tracey is the coordinator/facilitator for the Chinese Support Group and Chinese
Family Support.

Craig Kelly MP

Craig Kelly became the 10Member of the House of Representatives, in August last
year, repesenting the Federal seat of Hughes.

Craig entered parliament with a unique set of experiences and who, along with his wife
Vicki, care for his son Trent, who was born with Downs Syndrome 16 years ago and
later diagnosed with Autism. Craig carries & @ determination to make a redl di
ference in the disability sector.

Craig said in his maiden speech that ca
has made me fullyppreciate that each individual has a real value of their own, and the
dignityof everyindividual must be respected. But most importantly it has awakened

me to the fact that as a nation we need to do more, much more, for children with a
disability and theircar s . 6
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Summary

Autism Advisory and Support Service (AASS) was ishdin 2007 by a groab parentfrom
South Western Sydney to fill the void in the health care sectmuntered by families of agn
with Autism.

AASS was established as a support and network/advisory service to empower childmesmvith A
and teir families through knowledge and support, and to positively impact and influence-their chi
dren's social and emotional development.

It is run by volunteers and has the legal stastusot forprofit incorporated charity. AAS8ies on
funding grargt, donations and sponsorshipsneet it oprational cost®espite these financial odst
cles AASS has grown in size and been able to expand its range of service delivery.

SinceitsinceptionAASShas:

opened the AASS Community house/drop in centrgtémtin memorial Avenue, Liygol;
established, coordinad®d host support groups a range of languages

estalibhed, coordinate and hasicial group for young adults with ASD and mentors

runs aresourcdibrary, toy libraryand toy and resource gho

Established, coor di na4houdAntidmhbtlne.i | i t at e Aus

= =4 4 -8

AASS continues to provide these services free of atvaageominal fe¢o the parentscarers and
service providers children with Atism.

The service began by suppagtfamilies in South West Sydney and now has grown as a support se
vice to families in Western Sydney and in every state of Australia. It handles appr@&tnately
guiriegcases per month.
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Our Mission:

1 To empower children with Autism and their fhes through knowledge and support
1 To positively impactind influence theirogial and emotional development

Our Objectives

To advise and assist children with Autism and their families.
To provide support and information to parents of childreh #ttism.
To do this at a fre or nominal price for familiedfected by Autism.

= =2 =4 A

To engage relevant stakeholders that can make a valid contribtiierdevelopment of
serviceand facilities for children with Autism and their families.

To be a source ahformation of Autism services.

To seek funding to sustain development of AuBsivisory and Support Service
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Services

AASS does not currently receive any regular government funding, instead relying on donatsosisigfun
and grants to agate their service.

Today,AASS is still run by unpaid volunteer parents who all have children with Autism. Thasehpae a
diverse set of skiltsxd come from varied professional backgrouwiisring unique expertise to AASS.
Those professionsclude; educatigrbusinessnanagmentand Politics

In addition to the professional skill set the Executive Committee members bring to AASS, as
parents of children with Autism, they understand the right of the family and the individdatismhSpe-
trum Disorder ASD), to make decisions based on what they feel is best for thatiositundividuals on the
spectrum should enjoy the same rights and opportunities as their neurotypical peers.

AASS filsthe gap in servigeovision that exists, addesso at no charge to families affectéus is impo-

tant as studies have shown that raising awlhd disability costat least three times more than raising a

child without a disabilityGovernment funding focuses on early intervention, stidamf children above the

age of Geed to find the money to pay for private services. This costs on average $150 to $200 per child per
week for forty five minutes of speech therapy and forty fingawniof occupational therapy.

The main benefit that ASS provideis that welo can personally identify with the issues facedrentsac-
cessing our servicaVe have all experienced the isolation and grief that aodiadmings; the frustration of
searching for affordable and appropriate servicebattie to find a suitable edtional environment for our
children; the guilt connected with focusing on the child withddigility and not enough attention on other
children; the burden of wondering what will become of oldrehiwhen they are older.

So when a family comes to AASS for assistance, our empathy and undeistaadidge have learnt about

ASD from life, not a textbook. Wedd er st and t hat ASD should not be ap
attitude. This uniquepproach brings faities coming back to volunteer when they are more comfortable with

their situation. We do not need to advertise our seragcevord of mouthn particular from other serviceger

viders, keeps us very busy.

For parents and carers waiting for a formal sreees and diagnosis, looking for the right intgiwe and
joining the long waiting lists can be extremely overwhelming, confusing and frdgi@8popvidesunbi-
ased advice, encouragement, guidance gpdisu

! http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/payingarecostchildhooddisability
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Support Groups

These are heldroa monthly basigxcluding school holidayie)two locations, the AASS House at bjpamol
and Marayong Preschool at Marayong (Blacktown area). We also have a Cantonese/Mppa&rBr&up
and Arabic Support Growwhicharefacilitated in Liverpool

Families can often feel overwhelmed and alone when faced with questions that Autism brings. Our support
groups are designed so we may come together to support one another and shareemaesxper

Our support groups also host a number of varied senog@lprs and professionals who provide valuable
information to families. These guest speakers prove to be pajthl&gamilies desperate to learn as much as
they can to assist their loved ones.

Social Group

The socialgroup attended bydolescents anddults Affeotd by ASD, Neuratypical Peers/Mentoend

AASS volunteeris held once a month in vaus social settingéoung adults with ASD learn much craved for
social skills from their peers/mentorae peers are University students studying in tlis fi¢ Medicine,
Occupational and Speech Therapies, Psychology antifigac

The young adults with ASD gain skills and self esteem while the mentors gain expeleatiog wnith
youthsandthe uniqueness thatAgaitism, while taking their invaluablgerience with them in their future
careersWe sincerely thank the Cecilia Kilkeary Foundation for their grant that allowed us to start this pr
gram.
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Resourceand ToyLibraryand Shop

In response to the outcry from parents for more affordable rescamdetoys, AASKaveestablishedn -

tensive range of books, magazines and DVD's on Autism in a variety of lEmmdoagé& he range of books

include information on therapies, diets, etional settings armgquirementsteaching of social skills amalv

families can support each other. There are many books in the library that have been written by individuals on
the spetrum.

AASS have also established a shop that can be accessed both online and in person that offerg-a range of r
sources and sensdpys that assist with affordable therapy for individuals with ASD. These items provide a
source of income for AASS to assist with our overheads while offering affordable prices to families and service

providers.

Valegied

Foley]

the -
IS
experience

Multi Sensory TherapfMAPS) Seminar

Over three information packed daysSieptembeP010, AASS hosted the Multi Sensory Therapy (maps)
seminar to 45 professionals and carers of individuals with ASD. With the amazing insights and studies of
Claudie Pomares, delegates leamt ko assist anyone with a neurological disorder themuglhand gentle
touch. AASS continue to inform families on the benefits of this and similar protocols.
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Sydney Symphony Toy Orchestra

Most children with Autism have a natural affinity tsimwASS captured this in our annual toy orchestra in
partnership with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. Held at Mt Pritchard Communjtp&ldpecial needs
children and their carers were first mesmerised by the heavenly sounds of the music. Thay iweitedHho

pick up their instruments, provided by AASS, and led by the conductor, joined in the fun. Children who were
usually introverted let theirindown singing and conducting to the clasBieschildren weralso

encouraged to feel the vibratsofrom the music on the stage and on the instruniérag.were treated to a

show bag that was generously donated by Mounties and AASS.
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